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New York Society for Ethical Culture Appoints Three New Leaders 

Klaeysen, Collier, and Chuman to share responsibilities; promote Ethical Culture to wider community 
 
NEW YORK, New York (September 29, 2008) -- Members of the New York Society for Ethical Culture (NYSEC) 
have ratified the selection of three new Leaders. The appointments of Anne Klaeysen, Curt Collier, and Joseph 
Chuman are effective October 1.  Several months ago, after Senior Leader Tony Hileman announced his 
departure, the Leader’s Search Committee began looking for a replacement.  Traditionally, NYSEC has had one 
senior leader who acts as the philosophical, moral, and spiritual center of the organization.  However, because 
the committee found three outstanding candidates whose diverse experience and areas of interest would be 
beneficial to the Society, they decided to recommend the appointment of all three to share the position.  The 
Board of Trustees unanimously endorsed the idea and the recommendation was ratified by the NYSEC 
membership. 
 
According to Society President, Andra Miller, “We are thrilled to have Anne, Curt, and Joe join us. We welcome 
their energy and enthusiasm and know that it will help strengthen NYSEC and expand our membership.  Each 
has a deep knowledge of Ethical Culture and brings a unique perspective that will reinvigorate the Society. We 
expect them to create exciting programming that is relevant to the New York City community.” 
 
Dr. Anne Klaeysen is currently the first Humanist Chaplain at Adelphi University in Garden City, NY.  She is part-
time Leader of the Ethical Humanist Society of Queens, and served as Leader of the Ethical Humanist Society of 
Long Island from 2002 to 2008. She holds a Doctor of Ministry degree from Hebrew Union College and Master’s 
degrees in Business Administration from New York University and in German from the State University of New 
York at Albany.  She is also a graduate of the Humanist Institute and spent two years studying at the University of 
Wuerzburg in Germany.  In addition to her work as Society Leader and chaplain, Anne is a member of the Board 
of Governors of the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice; an active participant in Empire State Pride in the 
Pulpit; New Yorkers Against the Death Penalty; the Interfaith Peace Alliance and Women's International League 
for Peace and Freedom. 
 
Curt Collier served as the Leader for the Riverdale-Yonkers Society for Ethical Culture from 1999 to 2008. During 
this period he also served as President of the Riverdale Clergy Council. He has written extensively on Ethical 
Culture and speaks to groups across the country considering joining the Movement.  He is the founder of Just 
Matrimony, promoting marriage equality for Gays and Lesbians and recently left the Riverdale Society to work as 
the Deputy Director for Groundwork USA, forming a local Green Team to involve youth in environmental action. 
He’s also served as Adjunct Faculty with the University Studies Department at Hofstra University. Curt earned a 
B.A. in philosophy at Texas A&M University and minored in religious studies. He completed a post-Baccalaureate 
at Southwest Texas State University and an M.S. in Audiology at Texas Tech University. He taught Audiology at 
the college level before decided to study for Ethical Culture Leadership. He is currently completing a Doctorate in 
Ministry from Hebrew Union College.  As a writer, Curt’s plays have been produced on several stages in the New 
York area.  
 
Dr. Joseph Chuman is Leader of the Ethical Culture Society of Bergen County, NJ and has been so since 1974. 
Joe has a Ph.D. in religion from Columbia University, and teaches at Columbia and Hunter College. He has also 
taught at the United Nations University for Peace and Fairleigh Dickinson University. He is the former chair of 
Amnesty International USA’s Committee Against the Death Penalty and recently served on the advisory board of 
New Jerseyans for a Death Penalty Alternative, which helped abolish capital punishment there last year. He 
provided “friend of the court” briefs in Lewis v. Harris, supporting the legalization of gay marriage in New Jersey, 
and Alberto R. Gonzalez v. State of Oregon, upholding physician assisted dying in the State of Oregon, which 
was litigated before the US Supreme Court.  In 1983, he was a defendant in a landmark case that established 
free speech rights in New Jersey shopping malls. Joe founded and is president of the Bergen County Sanctuary 
Committee for Political Asylum Seekers. He has written extensively on Ethical Culture and related themes for 
newspapers, journals of opinion, and academic texts and he is a former freelance opinion writer for the Bergen 
Record. 
 
 



 
Anne will carry the bulk of the position as Leader of NYSEC and spend the most time at the Society.  Her areas of 
responsibility will include pastoral counseling, working with the Sunday school and education programs and 
developing other new and needed programs.  When asked about starting her new role, Anne said, “I’m happy to 
hit the ground running with a series of lunchtime discussions.  Faith and Politics: Where do We Draw the Line? 
gives us the opportunity to discuss timely and thought provoking issues prior to the November election.” 
 
Curt’s first priority is to create a second weekly meeting to introduce younger members to the Society.  “For many 
young adults in their 20s and 30s who aren’t drawn to traditional church or community organizations, Ethical 
Culture’s message of social justice and ethics in action can be appealing.  They are looking for community in the 
city and I think it’s important to have a weekly meeting with music and issues that are relevant to them.” Curt said. 
 
Joe will deliver a monthly platform address and bring back the Advocacy Forums that he previously worked on 
with NYSEC’s Leader Emeritus, Khoren Arisian.  According to Joe, “Now it is more important than ever to hold 
Advocacy Forums, providing information about specific issues and opportunities for people to participate in social 
justice efforts.”  Joe’s main focus will be human rights and civil liberties issues.  
 
All three will be spokespeople for the New York Society for Ethical Culture and will provide their opinions on 
current events as they happen.  It is expected that each will also have a blog to share their thoughts with Society 
members and the community at large and respond to events in real time.  The three leaders will also be available 
for comment on issues of ethics as they relate to local, national and international current events. 
 
ABOUT THE NEW YORK SOCIETY FOR ETHICAL CULTURE 
The New York Society for Ethical Culture (NYSEC) is the cornerstone of a humanist movement that was founded 
in 1876 to advance social justice for all.  Ethical Culture emphasizes principles of behavior based on expressing 
one’s conscience through moral and humane actions.   We place our faith in the demonstrated capacity of people 
to do good and we believe in the worth and dignity of all living beings.  Some of the organizations we founded or 
helped establish include the Legal Aid Society; the NAACP; the ACLU; the Visiting Nurse Service; the first free 
kindergarten in America; the Encampment for Citizenship and the First US settlement house.  Our organization’s 
actions have been part of the fabric of life in New York City for over a century.  NYSEC is housed in a landmark 
building on Central Park West that will celebrate its 100th Anniversary in 2010.  Our building is home to hundreds 
of public programs a year including panel discussions on key social issues, concerts, theatrical events, town 
meetings, and writing, music, and art workshops.  Our Social Service Board runs a women’s shelter on-site; 
operates a supervised visitation program for children; and sponsors homeless artists and writers workshop 
exhibitions.   For more information visit www.nysec.org. 
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